
To

The Chairman,
Karnataka State Pollution Control Board,
Parisara Bhavan,
Church Street,
Bangalore 560 001

Date: _____________

Subject: Request for Withdrawal of Annual CFO Fees of residential apartment complexes

Dear Sir,

This is with regard to the annual CFO fees levied by KPSCB for apartment complexes running and
maintaining their own Sewage Treatment Plant (STP). As per KSPCB, Consent for operation (CFO) has to
be renewed annually by paying a fee. But fee fixed for domestic wastewater/sewage treatment plant is
unfair on several grounds, as explained below:

1. KSPCB fixes the annual CFO fee based on capital cost of the whole complex instead of just the
capital cost of the STP plant. It is unfair because the cost of the apartment has nothing to do
with the water consumption or indeed the impact of the apartment on the environment. If
capital cost of the whole complex is considered, Better plants with costlier systems are highly
penalized, while cheap rudimentary STPs benefit.

2. The CFO form is primarily for industries and not even modified for residential complexes and
there is a lot of confusion in public. People cannot provide any meaningful data since most of
the point are not applicable / irrelevant and are forced to leave blanks and enter "near-
equivalent" data that is actually incorrect (or irrelevant) for a residential complex.

3. KSPCB is equating the residential complexes which have only domestic waste with the worst of
the industrial (RED) category and levying the highest rates which are totally unjustified. Red
category industries include nuclear plants, ports, airports, refineries, fertilizer plants, pesticide
plants, etc. How can KSPCB equate the pollutants from these industries with the treated
domestic wastewater? More so when the sludge is completely harmless and is actually used for
making compost.

4. In fact, several apartments have tried to understand the basis for the CFO fee by filing RTIs, but
KSPCB was unable to furnish any document that justifies this fee. Neither the concept of a fee
nor the actual quantum of the fee is approved through a public hearing or expert-panel opinion
or a Gazette notification.

5. The Water (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act, 1974 does not empower the Central and
State pollution Control Boards to charge fees



Therefore, we humbly request you to revise the fee structure as follows:

 Do not equate the residential complexes which have only domestic waste with the worst of the
industrial (RED) category.

 The apartment-dwellers are running a community-managed STP on BWSSB's behalf. This is why
it must be counted as a public STP; and charged as such (see below).

 KSPCB charges an annual fee of Rs. 250 for the STPs run by public bodies up to a population of
50,000. In comparison, an apartment-based STP serves about 1000 people which is 1/50th the
size. Therefore, we should not be paying any fees at all.

 BWSSB recovers its own operating costs from the public through property tax. As tax-payers, all
apartment-dwellers are already paying for getting our sewage treated by the BWSSB STPs. But
rather than getting the BWSSB service, we have to process our own sewage at our own cost. A
fair way to deal with this scenario is to find the total amount of money spent by all domestic
STPs in Bangalore and then re-distribute the cost among the citizens living in BBMP area.

 In order to encourage and maintain domestic wastewater system successfully in apartment
communities, there should be incentive program.

 In some cases, the builder is still the occupier of the STP, but the financial burden is still passed
on to the owners association.

Hence we look forward to your kind consideration on this matter and earnestly hope that the Annual
CFO charges for residential apartments are withdrawn immediately.

Thanking you,

Yours Faithfully

________________________________

_______________________________

________________________________



NB:
You may know that KSPCB (Karnataka State Pollution Control Board) has made it mandatory for all
apartments above 20,000 sqm built-up area to operate their own STP (sewage treatment plant).
Please circulate this petition so that a concerted effort is made and KSPCB is made to reconsider its
policy.

 Take print out of above petition with your apartment community’s letter head.

 Get signed by the association or Managing Committee with their names and respective
designation and Name of apartment complex/community.

 Send signed petition to CommonFloor on or before August 15,2011

Send to:

CommonFloor
maxHeap Technologies Pvt. Ltd.
#289, 6th Main, 4th Cross
New Thipasandra Main Road, Indira Nagar
HAL III Stage, Bangalore 75
Karnataka, India

For your query, feedback, suggestion
www.commonfloor.com/contactus
Email: contactus@commonfloor.com


